
Elvas, Albuera, Badajoz and LTV day, 2026 

Five nights, with a two day battlefield tour in Spain 

 

Our battlefield tour is concentrated on the ‘Southern 
Corridor’, which denotes the centuries’ old route for attacks 
on Portuguese sovereignty from Spain via the two fortified 
border towns of Badajoz, in Spain, and Elvas, in Portugal. 

We follow Wellington’s 1812 advance into Spain. At Elvas, 
we visit the fortifications, which are one of the finest 
examples of 17th century military engineering still in 
existence. Indeed, the 10km of walls are a World Heritage 
site. We also visit the tombs at the British Cemetery of 
some of the officers who lost their lives at the battle of 
Albuera in 1811, and the third siege of Badajoz in 1812. 
This cemetery is the only one in the Iberian Peninsula 
exclusively reserved for Peninsular War casualties. 

Crossing into Spain, we visit Badajoz, which was 
subjected to three sieges by the Anglo-Portuguese, being 
finally taken in 1812, at great loss of life to both soldiers 
and civilians. It was at Badajoz that Wellington wept on 
seeing the carnage the morning after forty continuous 
assaults had failed to take the two main breaches, yet had 
cost over 3,000 British and Portuguese lives in less than 
two hours. The only man to reach the top of the breaches 
was a corporal from the 95th Rifles. He did not survive. 

The battle of Albuera is known as ‘Bloody Albuera’, due 
the massive casualty rate of mainly the French, British and 
Spanish troops, the later who stood their ground 
particularly valiantly. Indeed, Beresford nearly lost the 
battle, had it not been for the timely intervention of a staff 
officer who called in Cole’s reserve 3rd Division. We visit 
the ‘Fatal Hill’ and see where Zaya’s Spanish stood their 
ground under murderous fire and where over 1,000 men of 
Colbourne’s Brigade were cut to pieces by the Polish 
Lancers in five minutes, with the ‘Buffs’ taking 85% 
casualties. Similarly, Hoghton’s Brigade suffered appalling 
losses with only 1,500 men left standing out of an original 
6,000 after an hour-long musket duel against 8,000 crack 
French infantry, often 20 yards apart. The 57th West 
Middlesex lost 62% of its men, giving rise to Col Inglis’ 
immortal expression of “Die hard, 57th, die hard”’. Maj. 
General Hoghton is buried in the British Cemetery in Elvas. 

            
 
 
 

 
Departure Dates and Prices 

 

16 - 21 October, 2026 (5 nights, 6 days) 

                    Distances 
 

Driving: Approx. 550 km Walking: Approx. 0.5 km 

THE TOUR 
 

Day 1, Friday, 16 October ‘26. 

Arrival at Lisbon airport. Drive east in the mid-afternoon 
to the Portuguese border town of Elvas, where we 
spend the next two nights at the Hotel Dom Luís. 

Day 2, Saturday, 17 October ‘26. 

First we drive out to Albuera, where 14,000 died in a 
carnage unparalleled in the history of the Peninsular 
War. We walk up ‘The Fatal Hill’, where the Spanish 
and British infantry suffered huge losses and then walk 
to the site of the decisive charge of the Fusilier Brigade 
and the LLL of Cole’s reserve division against Werlé’s 
Brigade. We also visit the museum and evocative 
memorials to the British dead. After lunch, we study the 
sieges of Badajoz, the third of which in 1812 was one 
of the bloodiest annals in British military history. We 
drive past the San Vincente bastion and visit the two 
breaches as well as the castle, where Picton’s ‘Fighting 
3rd Division’ successfully escaladed the 42’ high walls, 
leading to the town’s capture. From here we look across 
to Fort San Cristobal, site of the two sieges in 1811. To 
end, we see the dioramas in the Luis Morales museum. 

Day 3, Sunday, 18 October ‘26. 

The morning is dedicated to visiting the fortifications of 
Elvas. We walk the ramparts, which are exactly the 
same as they were 215 years ago, where we can 
appreciate the feats of the troops at the siege of 
Badajoz, where much has changed. We tour the Military 
Museum, which is part of the oldest barracks in 
Portugal. Next we visit the British Cemetery, to see the 
five tombs and the plaques placed in remembrance of 
the British, German, Portuguese and Spanish regiments 
that fought at Albuera and Badajoz. Visit the outlying 
forts Graça (with a spectacular view of Elvas) and Santa 
Luzia. After lunch, drive to Lisbon. Stay for three nights. 

Days 4 & 5, Monday & Tuesday, 19 & 20 October ‘26. 

We plan to visit Forte São Julião on the 3rd Line, Forts 
41 and 42 on the 2nd Line, and also the new Interpretation 
Centre in Vila Franca. To end, we attend the ROTA 
celebrations on LTV Day (20 Oct.). Return to UK 21 Oct. 

          

 
 

Recommended Reading 
 

 Wellington in the Peninsular, by Jac Weller. 

 Albuera 1811: The Bloodiest Battle of the 
Peninsular War, by Guy Dempsey 

 The Fatal Hill, by Mark Thompson 

 In Hell Before Daylight, by Ian Fletcher 

 Sharpe’s Company, by Bernard Cornwall 

Albuera - ‘The Fatal Hill’ 13th C fortifications of Elvas  Badajoz – the Escalade – the Santa Maria breach -– the Castle walls 

https://www.hoteldluis-elvas.com/

